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1. Introduction

J-STAGEI1] is an electronic journal platform operated by the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST). J-STAGE
supports scholarly journals published by academic societies and research institutes to enhance international dissemination
and promote open access, aiming to disseminate and rapidly distribute research results in science and technology (including
humanities and social sciences) published from Japan.

Currently, J-STAGE hosts more than 3,700 journals published by about 2,200 organizations in Japan, and research papers,
conference proceedings, and other publications are available to the public, contributing significantly to the openness of re-
search results in Japan.

In March 2020, the repository J-STAGE Data was released as an optional service of J-STAGE to publish data related to
articles. Currently, 33 journals are using J-STAGE Data, and more than 500 article-related data sets are available [2].

2. Domestic and International Trends in Research Data

With the recent trend toward open science, the research workflow and associated scholarly communication have undergone
rapid changes. Research funding agencies around the world have formulated open science policies for research data associ-
ated with research papers, and there is a movement toward recommending or requiring the publication of the data on which
research papers are based for research results. Scholarly publishers have also developed policies for handling research data,
and the journals on such publishers’ platforms have also responded to these policies. It is believed that publishers are devel-
oping their strategies and policies to comply with funding agencies’ requirements. In Japan, the Sixth Science, Technology,
and Innovation Basic Plan [3] describes the management and utilization of research data, and in response to this, there is a
movement to promote the publication of metadata of research data produced in research supported by public funds.

3. J-STAGE Initiatives

Although the way research results are published has changed significantly, journal articles remain an important means of
publication. Moreover, the trend toward the publication of research data is also progressing, with DOIs being registered
independently of journal articles, metadata being distributed, and content being cited like journal articles. In light of this
situation, we will promote the J-STAGE Data platform.

Three years have passed since the service was launched, and we will be continuously promoting expanding the number of
journals using the service and increasing the number of data to be uploaded. However, it seems that there are issues, such
as differences in the momentum for releasing research data among research fields and concerns about the resources and re-
sponsibilities of the editorial board. As a platform, we aim to expand the collaboration to other services in addition to current
linkages with Google Dataset Search and Dimensions so that more researchers can find and reuse the data. This platform will
contribute to the expansion of open science in Japan, as well as to the development of research and development.
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